

Dr. Ivar Jacobson

Dr. Ivar Jacobson was born in Ystad, Sweden, on Sep 2, 1939.  (His full name is Ivar Hjalmar Jacobson, but he never uses the middle name).  Dr Jacobson got his Master of Electrical Engineering at Chalmers Institute of Technology in Gothenburg in 1962.  He received his Ph.D. at the Royal Institute of Technology in Stockholm in 1985 on a thesis on Language Constructs for Large Real Time Systems. He was a visiting scientist at the Functional Programming and Dataflow Architecture Group at MIT in 1983-84.  May 3, 2003 he was awarded the Gustaf Dalén Medal by The Chalmers Alumni Association. 

Ivar Jacobson, founded the Swedish company Objectory AB, which merged with Rational in 1995. He was with Rational during its outstanding growth until it was acquired by IBM in 2003.  Then he departed from Rational as an employee, but he stayed as an executive technical consultant of the company for more than a year until May 2004.  

Concurrently with working for Rational he has pursued other interesting ideas.  One of them is to work for Jaczone AB, a company he founded April 2000 with his daughter Agneta Jacobson.  Jaczone is implementing an old vision of Ivar – make software process active instead of passive.  An active process executes and assists the developers in carrying out their project.

Ivar Jacobson also recognizes that the software development community desperately needs to improve in applying software development capability. In 2004, he founded Ivar Jacobson Consulting, whose aim is to promote and help project teams across the world apply good software development practices.  Ivar Jacobson Consulting is now operating through separate companies in five countries: Singapore, Korea, China, UK and the US.  Ivar Jacobson International in Switzerland is the holding company for these local Ivar Jacobson Consulting companies.
Ivar has also made seminal contributions to software development in other areas: 
•
Component Architecture. He introduced the use of components as building blocks in software development at Ericsson in 1967. He invented sequence diagrams as well as collaboration diagrams to model component interactions; he also applied state transition diagrams to model components.
•
Modeling Languages. He was an original designer of SDL, which evolved out of the component work at Ericsson; SDL was adopted as a standard by the telecommunication community in 1976.  In 1997 he was one of the three original designers of the UML (Unified Modeling Language).  
•
Use Cases and Use-Case Driven Development. He invented use cases to specify functional requirements and use-case driven development to drive user interface designs, software design, and testing.  
•
Aspect-Oriented Software Development.  In 1986 he described a core idea behind aspect-oriented software development which is now becoming an important mega-trend in modern software development.

•
Business Modeling. He developed a business modeling technique based on business use cases and business objects.

•
Software Process. He is the father of the Objectory process for component-based software development. This process, in turn, has evolved into the Rational Unified Process.®

OCT 1995 - MAR2003: Vice President Rational Software

APR 1987 – OCT 1995: Founder and CEO of Objectory AB, Sweden

JUN 1963 – APR 1987: Ericsson telecom in different positions.

Ivar Jacobson is chairman of the board of Ivar Jacobson International and CTO of Ivar Jacobson Consulting LLC in the US.

Books

Jacobson is the principal author of five leading books on use cases, component-based development, software reuse, the unified process, and business modeling.  He is also a co-author on the two leading books on the Unified Modeling Language.
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A good reference to dr. Jacobson’s papers can be found in book 5: the Road to the Unified Software development Process.




